
27 Years of 
Caring for the 

Community



Cooperative Health Centers, Inc.
Mission Statement

Founded in 1981

"The mission of the Cooperative Health Centers is to 
provide comprehensive, high quality compassionate 
medical care in the spirit of the Good Samaritan. The 
Cooperative is a federally qualified, community based, 
comprehensive medical safety net that provides access 
to primary healthcare services for traditionally 
underserved populations.”



First Location of Eau Claire Pediatrics
4801 Monticello Road, Columbia, SC

1981



Community

Sponsored

Growth

NFL Star Sterling Sharpe (center) sponsored 
the Cooperative’s first major building 
expansion in 1995



Cooperative’s                            
Richland County Facilities

Spanish speaking staff are 
employed at each location.

Sterling Sharpe Pediatric Center

Waverly Family Practice

Eau Claire Internal Medicine

Harden Street Medical Arts



Cooperative’s             
Lexington County 
Facilities

Spanish speaking staff are 
employed at each location.

Pediatrics of Batesburg/Leesville

Brookland Community Pediatrics

Brookland-Cayce Medical Center



Projects with Lexington Medical Center

• 1999 Started the Cayce medical practice to assist ER 
with uninsured care, via LMC / Duke Endowment

• 2001 Requested by LMC to assume operation of 
Pediatrics of Batesburg/Leesville

• 2004 Telepharmacy pilot project at Cayce medical 
practice, via LMC / Duke Endowment

• 2006 LMC / Duke Endowment assisted in relocation of 
Co-op’s ob/gyn practice serving the uninsured

• 2008 Requested by LMC to assume operation of 
Ob/Gyn of Batesburg / Leesville



Cooperative’s 
Fairfield County Facility

Left to Right:

George Staples, Vice Chairman of the Board of 
Directors for ECCHC; Robert Hopkins, District 
Administrator representing Congressman Spratt; Dr. 
Stuart Hamilton, CEO for Eau Claire Cooperative 
Health Centers, Inc.(ECCHC); Mack Woodward, Past 
Chairman of the Board of Directors for ECCHC; 
Donald Prioleau, Council Member, Town of 
Ridgeway, and Al Hanna, Clerk of Sessions for 
Lebanon Presbyterian Church (USA) and Director of 
Human Resources at ECCHC.

Ridgeway Family Practice 



Status of the Cooperative Health Centers
(Seven Year Trend 2000 – 2007)

• Patient Population Doubled to 30,000 pts
• Number of Facilities Doubled to 9 sites
• Budget Doubled to $12.1 MM
• Staff Doubled to 175
• Federal Support Static @ 12% of 

budget
• Uninsured Patients Tripled to 8,600 pts



National Asthma 
Collaborative
20% Reduction in ER Visits

30% Reduction in Hospital Days

Improved Patient Self-care

Improved Patient Life Style



Regional Value

Busiest ER in the Midlands    
(Lexington Med Ctr)
85,000 patient visits

Cooperative:
110,000 patient visits

(2007 data)



Cooperative Health Pharmacy located inside

Sterling Sharpe Pediatric Center

4605 Monticello Road

Columbia, SC



Cooperative Telepharmacy (remote dispensing by computer command)



Family Dentistry 
Ridgeway Family Practice



Return on Investment

• High Provider Productivity
• Very Low Reliance Upon Federal Grants
• Demonstrated Local Impact
• Innovative Health Care Team   



Cooperative Voted 2005
Community Health Center of the Year
by the South Carolina Primary Care Association



Award Winning Staff



Rising Tide of the Uninsured
Lack of affordable health insurance

Rising health insurance premiums (family coverage: $860/mo)
Rising deductibles and co-pays
Few low-wage jobs offer health insurance

SC Medicaid Program policy changes 
Since 2003:  90,000 people dis-enrolled creating 90,000 

uninsured patients
(Data: SC Dept of Health and Human Services)

Surge in immigration 



21st Century Challenges to 
Primary Care

• Rising Tide of the Uninsured
• Increasing Demand for Services

With
• Limited Federal Support
• Limited Local Support



Revenue Sources and Uninsured Visits
Community Health Centers

Medicaid

Federal
grant
Local
Support
Insured

Uninsured

Medicare
National Average                                  Cooperative Health Center
Data:  Kaiser Foundation Study 2000                 Data:  Cooperative 2007



Keys for Strength

Community
• Concern
• Ideas / Input
• Support



A Healthier Generation thanks   
you for your support!

Cooperative Health Centers


